Scoping Meeting Guide Update

Fall 2014

This insert provides a summary of the updates to the scoping meeting
guide, based on the addition of two public scoping meetings and the
associated extension of the public scoping comment period.

Two Additional Scoping Meetings

As a result of public official requests for additional open house scoping
meetings for the ongoing Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

for EA-18G Growler airfield operations at Naval Air Station (NAS)
Whidbey Island, the Navy is hosting two additiona scoping meetings,
one on Lopez [sland and one in Port Townsend. Both of these meetings
will take place between 3 p.m. and 6 p.m. on the following dates

and |ocations:

Lopez [sland Meeting

3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Wednesday, December 3, 2014

Lopez Island Center for Community and Arts
204 Village Road

Lopez Island, WA 98261

Port Townsend Meeting

3 p.m. to 6 p.m.

Thursday, December 4, 2014

Fort Worden Conference Center - Commons B & C
200 Battery Way

Port Townsend, WA 98368

Extend Public Comment Period to

January 9, 2015

The scoping comment period has been extended to January 9, 2015
due to the additional public scoping meetings. The extended scoping
comment period deadline of January 9, 2015 replaces the previous
scoping comment period closing date of November 24, 2014 which is
indicated on the following pages of this booklet:

* Page 2, first paragraph under “Welcome"

* Page 3, second paragraph under “What is the Purpose of this Public
Scoping Meeting?"

* Page 15, National Environmental Policy Act poster handout —
EIS Process timeline

* Page 19, Public Involvement poster handout — Comment deadline box
and EIS schedule

There are four ways to submit public comments.
Please see page 2 of booklet for more information on
how to submit comments.

All comments must be postmarked or received online by
January 9, 2015.
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Open House Public Scoping Meetings ~ 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm

Lopez Center for Community and Arts

st sy, DReslier & S0t 204 Village Road, Lopsz Island, WA 98261

dav. D ber 4, 2014 Fort Worden Conference Center — Commons B and C
Thursday, Decem 200 Battery Way, Port Townsend, WA 98368

What's Inside:
* Welcome * EIS Alternatives * The EIS Process
* Introduction: Public Scoping » The Growler at NAS + National Historic Preservation
« Proposed Action Whidbey Island Act and Section 106
* Existing VAQ Mission * Public Involvement
* Aircraft Noise * Notes Pages

Please Check In
Scoping is your opportunity to provide comments to help us focus our analysis.

For more information, please visit the
project website at: www.whidbeyeis.com




Welcome

Fall 2014

Welcome

The official scoping period for the U.S. Navy Environmental Impact Statement (EIS} for the
EA-18G Growler Airfield Operations at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whidbey Island began when the
Navy published a Notice of Intent to revise the scope of the ongoing EIS in the Federa/ Register
on October 10, 2014. The EIS will now evaluate the potential environmental effects associated
with the proposed addition of up to 36 Growler aircraft at NAS Whidbey Island. The Navy is also
proposing to continue and increase Growler operations at NAS Whidbey Island's Ault Field and
QOutlying Landing Field (OLF) Coupeville and to study the distribution of operations between those
two airfields. Comments may be submitted through Novemnber 24, 2014.

Scoping meetings are being held to solicit input from the public on what should be analyzed and
studied in the EIS, and your input during the scoping period is important. A range of alternatives
have been developed for analysis in the EIS. No decisions about the proposal have been made.

The current scoping meetings are different from those held last year because the Navy's proposed
action has changed. Because of that change, we are asking for your input on the issues to be
studied in this EIS. Your comments from last year’'s scoping process have been retained and will
also be considered in the EIS.

During the scoping period, the public can provide comments in four ways:
1. Provide written comments at today's meeting

2. Provide verbal comments to the stenographer, who will record your comments
at today’s meeting

3. Submit comments electronically on the project website (www.whidbeyeis.com}

4, Mail comments to:

EA-1BG Growler EIS Project Manager

Naval Facilities Engineering Command Atlantic
6506 Hampton Boulevard

Norfolk, VA 23508

Attn: Code EV21/SS

The names, street addresses, email addresses and screen names, telephone numbers, and other
personally identifiable information of individuals who provide comments will be kept confidential and
will not be refeased, unless otherwise specifically indicated by the commenter or as required by law.
The city, state, and five-digit zip code of individuals who provide comments may be released.

The project website will be updated periodically throughout the EIS process to keep you informed.
The website will contain public announcements and electronic versions of public information such
as the Draft EIS.

2 For more information, pleese visit the project webslte at www.whidbeyels.com



Environmental Impact Statement for the EA-18G Growlers Airfield Operations

at Naval Air Station (NAS) Whidbey Island

NAS Whidbey Island is home to all Navy electronic attack (VAQ) squadrons in the
United States. The VAQ mission-related Navy functions have been performed
almost exclusively at NAS Whidbey Island for over 40 years and will continue into
the future.

To meet current and future mission and training requirements, the Navy proposes
to:

« Continue and increase VAQ operations at NAS Whidbey Island’s Ault Field
and OLF Coupeville;

» Increase VAQ capabilities by adding up to 36 aircraft; 12 + 25 weonse
» Construct and renovate facilities to accommodate additional aircraft; and

« Add personnel and family members to NAS Whidbey Island and the
surrounding community.

This EIS will build upon the NEPA analyses previously completed in 2005 and 2012
and will assess the noise environment as well as specific airfield operations at NAS
Whidbey Island for this proposed action.

Furthermore, this EIS will consider the cumulative impacts to the environment from
other relevant projects in addition to the proposed action.

—

JTotaly EIS Timeline:
glLCcHpalives of Growler Fall 2013: Navy announced the
Aircraft preparation of an EIS and invited
No Action Alternative: the public to participate in the
Baseline f . NEPA process by submitting
L) comments to define the scope of
9 carrier squadrons x 5 aircraft 82 Draft EIS analysis
i. expeditionar\asquadfr,oqs X E::taircraft Oct 2014: Navy revised the
T reserve squg ron )i(th in7rcr'a ft scope of the on-going EIS and
raining squadron w alrcra | invited the public to participate in
Alternative 1: the NEPA process by submitting
Establish 2 new expeditionary 95 (+13) additional scoping comments by
squadrons 9 Jan 2015
Alternative 2: 106 (424 Spring 2016: Anticipate release
Add 2 aircraft to each carrier squadron (+24) of the Draft EIS. At which time,
Alte‘rnative 5 the public will have another
: opportunity to participate in the
Add 3 aircraft to each carrier squadron LGER) NFI,EI;A prochs bl::/ subg‘\itting
. comments on the findings of the
Alternative 4: Draft EIS
Establish 2 new expeditionary 118 (+36) ) o
squadrons and add 2 aircraft to each Spring 2017: Anticipate release
carrier squadron of the Final EIS. Anticipate the
L Secretary of the Navy will issue a
For more information, please visit the Record of Declsion (ROD) in 2017

project website, www.whidbeyeis.com.



Introduction

Fall 2014
Public Scoping

Thank you for attending today's public scoping open house.

The proposed action will include the addition of up to 36 Growler aircraft to support an expanded
electronic attack mission. The Navy will prepare an EIS to evaluate the potential environmental
effects of this proposal. Navy representatives are here today to explain the proposed project, answer
questions, and describe the environmental impact analysis process and related timeline. An area
has been set aside to provide you with an opportunity to write and submit your comments, or to
speak with a stenographer who will record your comments.

What Is the Purpose of this Public Scoping Meeting?

Scoping is an early and open process that invites the public to

help identify issues to be studied in the EIS. The purpose of this | Scoping is an early and open
scoping meeting is to inform you about the proposed project, | process that invites the public
explain the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and the | to help identify issues to be
associated environmental impact analysis, and solicit your . studied in the EIS.
comments and concerns related to the proposal.

Please review the displays located throughout the open house, talk with our representatives, and
then provide us with your comments. You may also take a comment sheet home with you and mail
your written comments to us through the end of the scoping period (November 24, 2014).

The approximate layout of the room is shown below.

General Room Layout for Open House Public Scoping Meeting, 4:00 — 8:00 pm
{Actual layout may be different)

Station 2 Station 3 Station 4 Station 5

EIS Alternalives Growler Operations Aircraft Noise NEPA and Section 106
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Proposed Action

Fall 2014

What Is the Navy Proposing?

The Navy is proposing to increase electronic attack (VAQ) capabilities by adding up to 36 aircraft to
support an expanded VAQ mission and training at NAS Whidbey Island. The Navy is also proposing
to continue and increase VAQ operations at NAS Whidbey Island’s Ault Field and OLF Coupeville. As
part of the proposal, the Navy will study the distribution of Growler operations between Ault Field
and OLF Coupeville. The Navy would construct and renovate facilities at Ault Field to accommodate
additional aircraft, and it would station additional personnel and their family members to NAS
Whidbey Island and the surrounding community.

The EIS will evaluate the potential environmental effects of the No Action Alternative and four action
alternatives related to different levels of operations. This range of alternatives is discussed in detail
on page 7 of this booklet.

Why Is the Navy Proposing this Action?

NAS Whidbey Island is the home of all Navy VAQ squadrons flying the Prowler and Growler aircraft
in the U.S. The proposed action is needed to continue and increase operational readiness to support
national defense requirements as specified in the United States Code (Title 10, Section 5062} and
also to sustain and continue to support all other aircraft missions at NAS Whidbey Island.

NAS Whidbey Island manages two primary aircraft training fields, Ault Field and OLF Coupeville,
which are often used simultaneously to safely and effectively handle air traffic. Both airfields are
integral to the training-mission support provided by NAS Whidbey Island.

Aulit Field, Oak Harbor, WA OLF Coupeville, Island County, WA
* Primary airfield that supports multiple types * Primarily supports FCLP operations and

of aircraft provides the most realistic training for landing
» Two 8,000-foot intersecting runways R

* One 5,400-foot runway

= Allows for other mission-critical training to
occur at Ault Field

pp——

AultFied OLF Coupeville

4 For more informatlon, please visit the project website st www.whidbeyels.com



Proposed Action

Fall 2014
Why Is the Navy Revising the Scope of the EIS?

Last year, the Navy announced its intent to prepare an EIS to evaluate the potential environmental
impacts associated with the addition of two new expeditionary squadrons and additional aircraft to
the training squadron. The Navy also proposed to continue and increase existing VAQ operations

at both Ault Field and OLF Coupeville. That proposal included the evaluation of the distribution of
Growler operations between Ault Field and OLF Coupeville, as well as construction or renovation of
any related facilities at Ault Field to accommodate additional aircraft. Lastly, that proposal included
stationing additional personnel and their associated family members to NAS Whidbey Island and the
surrounding community.

Last September, the Navy began an EIS to evaluate the potential environmental impacts associated
with the addition of two new expeditionary squadrons and additional aircraft to the training
squadron. Scoping was conducted between September 2013 and January 2014 on that proposed
action, and open-house scoping meetings were held in December 2013 to discuss the proposal.

During spring 2014, the Chief of Naval Operations submitted an Unfunded Requirements List

as part of the President's Budget for Fiscal Year 2015 that included a request to purchase

22 additional Growler aircraft, While it is unclear whether more Growlers will ultimately be
procured, the Navy is electing to analyze the potential for these aircraft in order to be proactive
and transparent. Therefore, a new scoping process is needed and has been initiated based on the
proposed action.

The primary difference between the two proposals is the number of aircraft and
the way they would be distributed to existing squadrons, new squadrons, or to
the training squadron. All other elements of each proposal are the same:

» Both evaluate continued and increased VAQ operations at Ault Field and
OLF Coupeville

» Both evaluate the distribution of Growler operations between Ault Field and
OLF Coupeville

= Both evaluate related facilities construction or renovation at Ault Field to
accommodate additional aircraft

* Both evaluate stationing additional personnel at NAS Whidbey Island and

relocating family members to NAS Whidbey Island and the surrounding
community
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EIS Alternatives

Fall 2014

The revised EIS scope will analyze impacts from multiple alternatives for operating the Growler aircraft
inventory out of NAS Whidbey Island. The alternatives include variations of the following factors:

« Total number of aircraft to be purchased
= Number of aircraft assigned per squadron
» Number of land-based squadrons

+ The distribution of aircraft operations at NAS Whidbey Island between Ault Field and OLF Coupeville.

Alternative

Force Structure

Total number of Growler aircratt (additional new

aircraft indicated in parentheses)

No Action Alternative 9 carrier squadrons x 5 aircraft 82
(Baseline for compatison) 3 expeditionary squadrons x 5 aircraft

1 reserve squadron x 5 aircraft

Training squadron with 17 aircraft
Alternative 1: 9 carrier squadrons x 5 aircraft 95 {+13)
Establish 2 new expeditionary 5 expeditionary squadrons x 5 aircraft
squadrons 1 reserve squadron x 5 aircraft

Training squadron with 20 aircraft (+3)
Alternative 2: 9 carrier squadrons x 7 aircraft 106 (+24)
Add 2 aircraft to each carrier 3 expeditionary squadrons x 5 aircraft
squadron 1 reserve squadron x 5 aircraft

Training squadron with 23 aircraft (+6)
Alternative 3: 9 carrier squadrons x B aircraft 117 (+35)
Add 3 aireraft to each carrier 3 expeditionary squadrons x 5 aircraft
squadron 1 reserve squadron x 5 aircralt

Training squadron with 25 aircraft (+8}
Altemative 4: 9 carrier squadrons x 7 aircraft 118 (+36)
Establish 2 new expeditionary 5 expeditionary squadrons x 5 aircraft
squadrons and add 2 aircraft to each | 1 reserve squadron x 5 aircraft
carrier squadron Training squadron with 25 aircraft (+8)
Notes: New squadrons and/or changes to the number of aircraft in an existing squadron are indicated by bold arange text.

In developing the proposed range of alternatives, the Navy utilized long-established operational
considerations, which are more fully described in the 2005 and 2012 Environmental Assessments
for the replacement of the Prowler aircraft with the newer Growler aircraft at NAS Whidbey Island.
These considerations include the fact that all of the Navy's electronic attack mission and training
facilities are located at NAS Whidbey Island, including the substantial infrastructure and training
ranges that have developed in over 40 years of operation; the location of suitable airfields that
provide for the most realistic training environment; the distance aircraft would have to travel to
accomplish training; and the expense of duplicating existing capabilities elsewhere.

No Action Alternative

The No Action alternative, although it doesn't meet the purpose and need, would serve as a
baseline against which impacts of the proposed action can be evaluated. Under the No Action
alternative, no additional VAQ aircraft would be home based at NAS Whidbey Island beyond those
already studied in the 2005 and 2012 Environmental Assessments. The transition from Prowler to
Growler aircraft is anticipated to be complete by January 2016. Under the No Action alternative,
legacy Prowler aircraft would gradually transition to Growler aircraft (approximately 82 aircraft), and
annual operations would be maintained at levels consistent with those identified in the 2005 and
2012 environmental assessments.
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The Growler at NAS Whidbey Island

Fall 2014

NAS Whidbey Istand

NAS Whidbey Island is an integral part of Whidbey Island and the area community. It is the only
center of excellence for electronic combat warfare training (electronic surveillance and attack) and
is the home of all Navy electronic attack (VAQ) squadrons in the United States. NAS Whidbey
Island has supported the VAQ community for more than 40 years. Growler operations began at NAS
Whidbey !sland in 2009. The Navy is currently replacing the aging EA-6B Prowler with the newer
EA-18G Growler aircraft, with the last squadron scheduled to transition within the next year.

VAQ training at NAS Whidbey Isiand relies on two airfields to support air operations, Ault Field and
OLF Coupeville. The ability to train at both fields is important to fulfilling the VAQ mission.

The Growler

The training and mission needs of the Navy have changed over time, and efforts to ensure
appropriate environmental analyses continue to evolve as well. In 2005, the Navy evaluated the
environmental impacts of transitioning carrier and training squadrons from the Prowler to the newer
Growler aircraft. The 2005 Environmental Assessment (EA) analyzed 57 Growler aircraft replacing
72 Prowler aircraft, including the disestablishment of three expeditionary squadrons. In 2009, a
Deputy Secretary of Defense memorandum directed the Navy to maintain the expeditionary VAQ
capabilities indefinitely. As a result, in 2012, the Navy prepared an EA that analyzed retaining
three expeditionary VAQ squadrons that operated the Prowlers and their transition to Growlers,
Additionally, the 2012 EA analyzed the relocation of a reserve Prowler squadron from Andrews Air
Force Base to NAS Whidbey Island and the transition of that squadron to Growlers.

Last September, the Navy began an EIS to evaluate the potential environmental impacts associated
with the addition of two new expeditionary squadrons and additional aircraft to the training
squadron. Scoping was conducted between September 2013 and January 2014 on that proposed
action, and open-house scoping meetings were held in December 2013 to discuss the proposal.

During spring 2014, the Chief of Naval Operations }
submitted an Unfunded Requirements List as part
of the President’s Budget for Fiscal Year 2015
that included a request to purchase 22 additionat |
Growler aircraft. While it is unclear whether
more Growlers will ultimately be procured, the
Navy is electing to analyze the potential for these
aircraft in order to be proactive and transparent. |
Therefore, a new scoping process is needed and
has been initiated based on the proposed action. |




Existing VAQ Mission
Fall 2014
VAQ Mission and Training

The missions of the VAQ squadrons include electronic surveillance and attack against enemy radar
and communications systems. This involves the use of jamming equipment and anti-radiation
missiles. The Growler has an advanced electronic system that ailows it to identify targets and
protect itself from those targets. It also has advanced communications capabilities that allow it to
interact effectively with personnel on.the ground as well as other aircraft.

Growlers are flown by a crew of two: one pilot and one naval flight officer, called the electronic
warfare officer.

Types of Navy VAQ Squadrons at NAS Whidbey Island

Three types of Navy VAQ squadrons are home based at NAS Whidbey Island; each of these is
discussed betow.

» Carrier. These squadrons, when deployed, operate primarily from an aircraft carrier and must
conduct field carrier landing practice (FCLP). Currently, nine (9) of these squadrons are at NAS
Whidbey Island.

« Expeditionary. These squadrons are deployed from NAS Whidbey Island and operate from various
land bases throughout the world. Because they are land-based, they are not required to conduct
FCLP. The expeditionary squadrons support Regional Combatant Commander requirements, U.S.
Air Force expeditionary wings, and U.S. Marine Corps expeditionary forces. These squadrons do
not train at OLF Coupeville. Currently, there are three (3) active squadrons and one (1) reserve
squadron at NAS Whidbey Island.

» Tralning. This squadron provides post-graduate training for assigned personnel (aircrews and
maintainers). Training is provided for both carrier and expeditionary squadrons. One (1) such
squadron is at NAS Whidbey Island.

Field Carrier Landing Practice

FCLP is a critical component of the initial training
required for all aircrews and is an ongoing
requirement for carrier-based aircrew. FCLP is

a graded flight exercise that prepares pilots for
landing on aircraft carriers. The exercises are
conducted on shore facilities to provide pilots the
opportunity to simulate carrier landing operations

in an environment where the risks associated with
at-sea carrier operations can be safely managed

on land.

EA-18G Growler at Whidbey Island

40 For more Information, please visht the project website at www.whidbeyels.com
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Aircraft Noise

Fall 2014
What Is Noise?

Noise is defined as unwanted sound that interferes with normal activities.

The EIS will include a noise assessment of NAS Whidbey Island and OLF Coupeville operations.
The study will use the latest approved computer model for aircraft noise analysis. Once projected
noise exposure levels are determined, they will be assessed for their potential to impact the natural
and human environment.

How Is Noise Assessed?

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency,
Federal Aviation Administration, and Department «  How many times it occurs (repetition)
of Defense (DoD) measure aircraft operational e Time of day

noise levels in decibels (dB) using two common - Background or ambient noise levels
metrics: the Day-Night Average Sound Level « Interference with activity

(DNL) and Sound Exposure Level (SEL). = Previous experiences within the community

DNL represents the average sound energy of

events over a 24-hour period, with a 10-dB penalty added to night-time (10:00 pm to 7:00 am)
operations. This 10-dB penalty accounts for the added intrusiveness of noise when background
noise levels are low and noise-sensitive activities such as sleep take place. DNL is depicted as

a continuous line around a noise source (i.e., a contour line) and is usually shown using 5-DNL
increments (e.g., 65 DNL, 70 DNL, 75 DNL). DNL takes all of those factors that infiuence our
perception of noise—loudness, number and duration of events, and time of day—and includes them
in one metric that is used to identify land uses that are compatible within specific noise zones.

Response to Noise Depends on Many Factors
* How long the noise lasts (duration)

SEL represents the total noise energy of a single event, such as a flyover, as if it occurred in one
second. This metric combines the loudness and duration of the event.

L. oF maximum sound level, is the highest A-weighted sound level measured during a single
event. L__ is the maximum level that occurs over a fraction of a second. For aircraft noise, the
fraction of a second corresponds to one-eighth (1/8) of a second.

How Is Noise Modeled?

Computer noise modeling input includes type of aircraft, number of operations, flight tracks,
altitude, power settings, speed of aircraft, terrain, temperature, and relative humidity. Engine
maintenance testing is also included. Results are presented on installation land use maps in the
form of noise contours.

Noise is modeled using a computer program called NOISEMAF, which considers the number and
type of flight operations planned over the course of a year to establish noise contours for all types of
aircraft operating at a specific location.

A noise assessment will be conducted as part of the EIS and it will include a supplemental noise

analysis, a potential hearing-loss analysis, and an assessment of non-auditory health effects.

The supplemental noise analysis will include an evaluation of sleep disturbance, indoor speech

- interference, and classroom learning interference. The potential hearing loss analysis will focus on
any portion of the local population that may be exposed to noise levels greater than 80 DNL. Lastly,
the assessment of non-auditory health effects will consist of a comprehensive literature review.

12 For more Informatlon, please visit the project website at www.whidbeyels.com



K woa's1akagpiym Je aysqam Joafosd ay) Jisia aseajd ‘uonewogul 2101 S04

1 | ‘jenuca asn pus
ket a8 ] j0 oaidsp jsojead
. i ¥ pue3s aup sanba pue R e
e e 7 oMol 9BV asuasapaul Buiues) | FRIE pRaediy-asiol
tI001SSE]D pue Yasads 10) |enusiod ay) s5asse O) pash) » ﬁﬂo&mwimw £
(™) 9494 pUNOS SHODLEIUEISL| LURLLIXERN Uzt 1ajEan g &£ %.w A
PUO2AS AUC Ul PAURI0 I 41 SE Janof) e e # >
yans ‘juaas 2j8uis e jo Adiaua asiou |B)0) 2Y) SuasaIday » %
asuequnysip daags 10 (enuajod ay) ssasse 0] pasM] - e
) (135) (2497 2ansodx3 punog *pasinbas 31 s
saule asioN [EusLWaiddng . %ﬂﬁ:wuﬁsmhu .e..ﬂeaa MO sa_wﬁ.u ue
, ECDEEN, 5| 37 280N ING
UCT ISON INA 8P D9 uey s3] AL
8P 5Z 01 09 3yl
uopessifl ouozZ esjoN
MBIAS BINJEIBYI| BAISUBLYRIOWOD B Y3RolLY] palanpuod
2 sRipliEsd oupneoy 1o E.ﬂcn_ - MM_“ r ‘NG dew e uo pajuasald pue pa)eiouas e SIN0JL0D BSION »
J12eaid sjaaa) asiou o) pasodxe aq Ketu ey uonendod ‘wee ¢ pue 'wd g1 usamiag Fuyse amessdwal »  guoan g
{e20[ Y] UD SN0} [|IM StsAjele ssoj-Buueay jenusiod v « BuLIND20 SJuaAa asIou O] pappe s) Ajjeuad gp-01 ¥ - FUBUAJUIEW BUIBYT + uleua) » suopjeledo
douasapB)UI 212}9LU BSIOU IAIEINEND INOY-FZ ¥ « Aupiuny aagejay »  paads yeiury - 10 BquInp ~
Bujwies| wooisse|d pue ‘aduaiagaul yasads Joopul Aylignedwoa asn-puej pue ssiol JeraNe o} apyly ~  sBulas Jamog » adfy yerany »
‘aaueqnisip dasis ajen|eas (|1m sISAjeuR asIou 3y » mmconmg.b_psEEou W23-8u0) mz_:mm_mu 01 PasA » :sapnjou) ejeq indug «
S|4 8L} Jo ped Se pARoNpUO 3G (1M APNIS SSI0U Y « {(1NQ) j2Aa7 punog adesaay JyBIN-Aeg |apow Jandwog .«
JUBLISSASSY ISION asioN duifueny Bujjapoiy asioN

'sjoedwi) asjou AJunwiiod SujuUjuiLalap 10) piepuels |elapo) auy s| (ING) 12497 punos muw_moq WSIN-Aeg

st —— LI

O9SION }jeldily

v10c lied




The EIS Process
Fall 2014
Why Is the Navy Preparing an EIS?

As part of our compliance with NEPA, the Navy is conducting NEPA requires that all
an evaluation of the potential environmental effects of the federal agencies consider the
proposed project. NEPA requires all federal agencies to consider | environmental impacts of any
potential environmental impacts of their proposed actions and major proposed action.

reasonable options in making decisions about those actions.
Public involvement is an essential part of the process. With public involvement and environmental
analysis, the NEPA process helps the Navy arrive at the best possible informed decision.

Informed decisions are based on a candid and factual representation of environmental impacts.
These facts come from collecting information on the areas and resources affected by the proposal
and then identifying the type and extent of potential impacts resulting from the proposal.

For this project, the Navy will analyze potential impacts to air quality, safety, land use and
compatibility, socioeconomics, community services, transportation, biological resources, cultural
resources, and hazardous materials and waste, among other resources. Numerous federal laws and
regulations govern the protection and preservation of environmental resources. The Navy strictly
adheres to these laws and regulations, such as the Endangered Species
fored decisionsiarc il Act, Clean Air Act, Clean Water Act, and National Historic Preservation
based on candid and Act, among others. The EIS will evaluate direct and indirect impacts,
factual presentation of and will account for cumulative impacts from other relevant
environmental impacts. = activities near the installation. Measures that could avoid or mitigate
environmental effects will also be analyzed.

Public Involvement in the EIS Process

The Navy invites public participation during the scoping process to help understand community-
specific issues and concerns regarding the proposed action. We expect to receive scoping comments
from interested individuals; business and community leaders; federal, state, and local officials;
American Indian tribes and nations; regulatory agencies; and non-governmental organizations.

No decisions about the proposal have been made
because the impact analysis is ongoing and

not yet complete. Scoping comments will help
the Navy determine the issues and concerns to
analyze in the preparation of the Draft EIS.

The public will have another opportunity to
participate in the NEPA process after publication

of the Draft EIS. The release of the Draft EIS and
the opening of the Draft EIS comment period will

be announced in a newspaper that serves the !
local area, and additional meetings will be held to |
receive comments on the report. All comments on -
the Draft EIS will be addressed in a Final EIS. EA-18G Growler

44 For more information, pleasa visit the project website ot www.whidbeyeis.com
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National Historic Preservation Act and Section 106
Fall 2014

What is Section 106?

Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) of 1966 requires the Navy to consider
the effects of a federal action on historic properties. Historic properties include prehistoric or historic
districts, sites, buildings, structures, or objects included or eligible for listing in the National Register
of Historic Places. Compliance with NEPA requires the Navy to demonstrate that the project is also
in compliance with Section 106 of the NHPA. Therefore, the NEPA and Section 106 processes run
concurrently, as shown on page 17.

Consultation is a critical component of the Section 106 review. Consultation does not mandate a
specific outcome. Instead, it is the process of seeking, discussing, and considering the views of
consulting parties to assist in the identification of historic properties in the project area and potential
effects to those historic properties.

How Can the Public Participate in the Section 106 Process?

You are invited to comment on information, concerns, or issues about historic properties in the
project area or that may be affected by the proposed action. Your input will assist the Navy in
considering the potential effects of the proposed action on historic properties in accordance with
Section 106 of the NHPA.

How to Become a Consulting Party

Other individuals and organizations with a demonstrated interest in the project may participate in
the Section 106 review as consulting parties due to the nature of their legal or economic relation
to the undertaking or affected properties, or their concern with the undertaking's effects on historic
properties. Under these circumstances, you or your organization may write to the Navy asking to
become a consulting party.

To request consulting party status, explain in a letter to the Navy why you believe your participation
would be important to successful resolution of the Section 106 process. Because the Advisory
Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) and the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPQO) will
assist the Navy in deciding who will participate in the consultation, please provide the ACHP and
SHPO with a copy of your letter. Make sure to emphasize your relationship with the project and
demonstration of how your connection will inform the Navy's decision making.

Consulting party status allows you to share your views, receive and review pertinent information,
offer ideas, and consider possible solutions together with the Navy and other consulting parties.

For More Information

If you have questions regarding the information on this page, please contact Kendall Campbell at
NAS Whidbey Island at kendall.campbelll @navy.mil or 360-257-6780.

48 For mare information, ptease visit the project website at www.whidbeyets.com
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